
VOICES OF THE UNINSURED 
 

Margery McCrum MD, 54 
Brattleboro 

 
                                                                     “PHYSICIAN, HEAL THYSELF” 

       I'm an anesthesiologist. 
I am a soprano and coach singers. 

                                                                    I am a single parent with a child in college. 
                                                                                     I am uninsured. 

 
Music and medicine are the two streams 

running through my life. 
Singing is all about taking air in and releasing it 

with beauty. Anesthesia is about comfort 
and safety, maintaining the airways. 

 
The cost of insurance took my breath away. 

Catastrophic coverage with a $10,000 deductible 
costs $300-$400 a month. 

 
When I get sick fear spreads through my body. 

Oh, no. I'm going to lose my home! 
Insurance and drug companies play on fear. 

I won't buy into it. 
We reimburse disease. We don’t promote health. 

 
I believe that fear is a potent immunosuppressant: 

it leaves us weaker and more vulnerable. 
 

Recently I ended up in Emergency Room. 
My charges, almost $400. At the follow-up, 

the doctor said, “Let’s get a CAT scan.” 
Cost $1700 plus, but I’ll pay it over time. 

Thank God, everything came back normal. 
Still, it's a steep price to pay for peace of mind. 

Every Vermonter deserves affordable health care 
Will Vermont’s New Program, Catamount Health, 

 provide it for Margery? For you? 
Want to know more? Contact us. 

Vermont Citizens Campaign for Health, 802-251-0915 
                        vcch@sover.net                       www.universalhealthvt.org 

mailto:vcch@sover.net
http://www.universalhealthvt.org/

